PLACES   IN   THE   SUN
chairmanship of Sir John Monash, whose name is remem-
bered in England as the brilliant commander of the
Australian Forces on the Western Front during the later
stages of the War. Victoria owes much to Sir John
Monash; the British Empire is his debtor also '.
Eden's comments on Melbourne's aesthetic claims are
interesting. * The main thoroughfares (he writes) are set
wide and straight to cut each other at right angles. A
dweller in Melbourne might wish the architect had once
lost his set-square. Symmetry is the curse of modern
decoration.' He refers to the enterprising mathematician
who has reckoned that there is f one race-course to every
fifteen Australians ', and apdy dubs horse-racing in Aus-
tralia * a primary industry'. He did not fail either to
make his pilgrimage to Melbourne's National Gallery.
Here is to be found * one of the best collections of pictures
in the Southern Hemisphere; a little gem of Van Eyck,
and perhaps an old friend from England.'
Of Tasmania he has nothing but commonplace im-
pressions. He admired the National Park, referred to its
* sanctuaries of solace and halidomes of ease', and deplored
the Navigation Act, quoting the report of a commission of
inquiry which asserted that it involved a most serious threat
to Tasmania's * present and future solvency'. Upon Can-
berra he contributed little more than a note, though the
reference has a certain historical interest. Australia's capital
was being built when Eden saw it, and the Governor-
General was expected to take up his residence some time in
1926. ' With this end in view some 2,500 workmen are
at work in Canberra to-day *.
His essay on South Australia had in it most of the
material to be found in a good handbook. He was careful
to point out that although more than half of the State's
meagre population lived in Adelaide, the impression given
by this fact was not wholly fair, as a considerable number
of the city's metropolitan inhabitants were engaged in agri-
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